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vinces more directly under the control of the Company,
but this portion of his life does not belong to the period
of the Seven Years' War. It is a curious fact that he
had already foreshadowed the later policy of ciive's ideas
the English in India in a letter to Pitt (dated onthe
°	v	government
January 7, 1759), in which he suggested that of Bengal,
the Crown should take over absolutely the government
of the provinces, and indicated the mode in which it
might be done, and the advantages which would result
from it. Pitt saw difficulties in the way, and the plan
was allowed to sleep for 100 years, when Ciive's policy
was embodied in the Queen's proclamation of November
5, 1858, assuming the direct government of India.
§ 4. Lally.
After the fall of Chandernagore the French made no
attempt to check the victorious career of the English in-
Bengal. It was in the Carnatic, where the struggle for
empire had originated, that the contest was finally
decided. On the breaking out of war in 1756, the French
Government announced their intention of making a tre-
mendous effort to regain their supremacy in the south of
India, and of sending thither a large force under the
Comte de Lally, an officer of Irish Jacobite extraction and
one of the most distinguished soldiers in the ser- The French'
vice of France. Had this resolve been promptly sendanexpe-
,   ,    i   .   ^	.        .	ill	r       j   -11   didon to the
translated into action it would have fared ill camatic
with the English power on the Coromandel under Lally-
Coast, for both Madras and Fort St. David had been
almost denuded of troops to furnish the expedition against
Bengal. But 'to think and act at the same time,'which,
as Lally said, was primarily necessary, was not the
habit of the government of Louis XV. Endless delays
retarded the equipping and despatch of the expedition,

